




Energy consumed to cool and heat your home can
be greatly reduced by properly using vegetation to
landscape it. Careful consideration of the site, cli-
mate, and vegetation can ensure the best results
around your home. Sensible landscaping can cut
summer cooling costs by as much as 50 percent

and winter heating bills by 30 percent. 

Landscaping to save energy can do more than cut utility bills and increase property values. When you save energy,
you help conserve coal, natural gas and other resources for the future.The place to start may be your local nursery
where you can get advice on the species that are most likely to grow well and meet your expectations. General land-
scape techniques can be considered before you visit your local nursery.



• Plant deciduous trees such as white
ash, willow leaf oak, or thornless honey
locust so they shade the roof of your
house.

• Use deciduous vines such as bitter-
sweet, silver lace, clematis, morning
glory, or climbing roses to shade
south walls and windows.

• Plant taller shrubs to shield sliding-glass patio doors or other architectural
features on the west side of the house from late afternoon sun.

• Shade your air conditioner to increase its efficiency.
• Plant low-growing shrubs such as yews, junipers, or Japanese holly around your

foundation to create a layer of “dead air” for winter insulation.
• Plant a windbreak – even a single row of conifers – to protect your home

from prevailing winds during winter.

LEGEND
A - white ash L - maple
C - clematis M - dwarf mugo pine
D - dogwood P - red or white pine
E - evergreens R - red bud
H - holly O - oak
W - hawthorn Y - yew
G - grapevines S - vibernum (snow ball)






